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SOUTH AFRICA PROJECTS 2016  

CRECHE IN NKANENG SQUATTER CAMP  

The building of a Creche in Nkaneng  Squatter Camp is a huge necessity and 

would provide basic education for at least thirty children aged 1 to 10   

SKILLS TRAINING WORKSHOP IN PHOKENG  

The building of the Training Workshop will be invaluable in providing training 

skills e.g. carpentry, weldin g, construction, plumbing and electrical.  

This year we need Volunteers with the following skills: 

construction, health care, computing, carpentry, music, sewing, 

embroidery, sport, education, leadership, business. Any skill a 

volunteer can offer will be mo re than welcome.   

This short term volunteer project offers an authentic, cultural and 

meaningful experience to people with limited time. The project also 

includes exciting and varied cultural excursions and learning 

experiences. Volunteers may decide to t ravel further in South Africa 

or the African continent after the completion of the necessary time 

on the project.  

If you are interested in volunteering in South Africa this summer and you 

want to find out more about the project contact:  

Tom O'Neill:  email thomasjoneill50@mail.com  

http://www.ldwp.org/
mailto:thomasjoneill50@mail.com


South Africa Project 2016  

 

Lasallian Developing World Projects Ireland will be celebrating its 30th Year in existence in 

2016 by once again completing two projects that will help the poor. It will be the first time 

that LDWP Ireland will work in South Africa 

The 2016 Projects are is the building of a Creche in Nkaneng Squatter Camp and 

and a Skills Trai ning Workshop in Phokeng  

Last year Br. Joseph Kiely who hails from Kilkenny asked us if we would consider working 

on projects in Phokeng and Nkaneng and we are delighted to be in a position to help the 

poor in the Squatter Camps. Phokeng is a town which is close to the city of Rustenburg in 

the North West Province of South Africa. 

We will be working with the Tsholofelo Community. This Community was founded in 1992 
by Brother Joseph Kiely and Sr Georgina Boswell for the purpose of working with and for 
the development of the poor and marginalized people living in squatter camps and 
informal settlements in the Rustenburg area. Their vision is one of hope and they share 
this experience of hope with the poor and the marginalized and thereby help them to 
believe again in themselves and others. 

The building of the Training Workshop will be invaluable in providing training skills e.g. 
carpentry, welding, construction, plumbing and electrical. When completed a large 
number of unemployed youth could be trained every year in one or more hard skills. They 
could produce items for selling in the squatter camps. They would have the possibility of 
setting up small businesses as individuals or teams or co-ops. The main benefit would be 
their improved self image and with a new sense of purpose and positive goals in life they 
could be saved from some of the social ills like substance abuse criminal activity etc that 
make this group so vulnerable. 
 
The building of a Creche in Nkaneng Squatter Camp is a huge necessity and would provide 
basic education for at least thirty children aged 1 to 10 

This year we need Volunteers with the following skills: construction, health care, 
computing, carpentry, music, sewing, embroidery, sport, education, leadership, business. 
Any skill a volunteer can offer will be more than welcome.  This short term volunteer 
project offers an authentic, cultural and meaningful experience to people with limited 
time. The project also includes exciting and varied cultural excursions and learning 
experiences. Volunteers may decide to travel further in South Africa or the African 
continent after the completion of the necessary time on the project. 

If you are interested in volunteering in South Africa this summer and you want to find out 
more about the project contact:  

Tom O'Neill: email thomasjoneill50@mail.com 

mailto:thomasjoneill50@mail.com


 

Lasallian Developing World Projects Ireland 

Started in 1986 By Br. Kevin McEvoy Lasallian Developing World Projects was the first charitable 

organisation in Ireland to help the poor by building schools and health centres. Over the years 

projects have been completed in Togo, Nigeria, Kenya, Ethiopia and India. The 30th Anniversary 

Projects will be in South Africa. We thank Br. Kevin McEvoy who has spent some years in 

Myanmar and who is now in Faislabad, Pakistan for his vision and efforts in the early years of the 

organisation. With the help of Lasallian Volunteers we hope to keep making a difference by 

providing educational facilities for the poor and by helping in the health care area. άDƛǾŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀ 

ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ŜŀŎƘ ƘƛƳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦέ 

Recent Projects           

2003   Ethiopia   Adaba/Robe                                                                                           

2004   Ethiopia   Adaba/Robe                                                                                   

2005   Ethiopia   Adaba/Shashemane/Alengana                                                                   

2006   Kenya   Marsabit                                                                                                

  Ethiopia   Goba/Adaba                                                                                          

2007   Kenya   Marsabit                                                                                           

  Ethiopia   Dira Dawa/Gobe/Adaba                                                                         

  India    Nagapattinam                                                                                            

2008   India    Nagapattinam                                                                                        

2009   India    Keesara                                                                                                       

2010   India    Mosavadi/Keesara                                                                                   

2011   India    Mosavadi                                                                                                 

2012   India    Mosavadi                                                                                                  

2013   India    Keelimudiman                                                                                       

2014   Ethiopia   Addis Ababa                                                                                          

2015   Ethiopia   Dahwan 

New Project  

2016  South Africa   Nkaneng/Phokeng  

άLƴ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ǿŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  

φ aŀƘŀǘƳŀ DŀƴŘƘƛ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦΦΦ aȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ L Řƻ 

whatever I can, wherever I am, whenever I can, for as long as I can with whatever I have to try to 

maƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ  

φ WƛƳƳȅ /ŀǊǘŜǊΣ CƻǊƳŜǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{! 

 



  

 

Tsholofelo Community  

Tsholofelo Community was founded in 1992 in Phokeng, near Rustenburg in the 

North West Province, South Africa by  Brother Joseph Kiely  and Sr . Georgina Boswell 

for the purpose of working with and  for the development of the poor  and 

marginalized people living in squatter camps and informal settlements in the 

Rustenburg area.  

In the early 1990's Sr Georgina left her salaried job as a nursing tutor in the Impala 

Platinu m Mines and Bro Joseph left his teaching job in Bafokeng High School in 

order to work full time in the squatter camps.  

The modus operandi of the community is to work with the people directly in the 

belief that human resources are present among the people t hemselves and that real 

development means enabling people to identify and make decisions about their own 

needs. It is understood that people will need guidance, training and support and 

sometimes financial input.  

Their  vision is one o f hope  and they  share this experience of hope with the poor and 

the marginalized and thereby help them to believe again in themselves and others . 

At one time in South Africa the settlements were called ósquatter campsô, but 

recently the term óinformal settlementô is preferred. The people themselves refer to 

them as Freedom Park or Popo Molefe Village (Siza), which indicates a greater 

sense of dignit y and self worth .But what ch aracterises most of the areas they  work 

in is the poverty of the people, living in tin shacks, where there  are no services or 

basic infra structure such as roads, housing, electricity, water, schools, clinics etc.  

Tsholofelo Com munity projects are situated in places where the very poor and 

marginalised live. These settlements vary from 5000 to 20000 people. They are 

squatter camps in the sense that the land occupied does not belong to the people. 

They do not rent it and in the le gal terms are illegal settlers.  

 
 

St Joseph's Mission 
 
Tsholofelo Community members live at St Josephôs mission, Phokeng. Presently the 

members are: Brother Joseph Kiely,(teacher) Brother Alfred Malope,(civil engineer) 

Brother Moalusi Ramaoka  (Grade R teacher and studying for a degree in ECD) and 

Sr Georgina Boswell (nurse), Sr Itumeleng Fiee (seemstress and studying to be a 

social worker)  



 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
We have made rooms available for needy students who attend school in the local 

village . 
 
 



  
 
 
We can accommodate up to 30 young people for weekend retreats and leadership 

training camps. Those responsible for running these activities are our youth group.  

 

Brother Alfred has trained a group of unemployed youth in construction, welding, 

carpentry etc. As part of their training they have built a carpentry workshop, which 

is used for furniture making, repairs etc. The same group have built and furnished a 

compu ter room and an office for the project manager of Tsholofelo Communityôs 

Projects.  

 

  
 
 

 
Freedom Park 
 
Tsholofelo  Community has been working in squatter camps for 20 years but may be 

it would be good to tell you something about one called Freedom Park. This 

squatter camp started in 1986 when some women set up tin shacks to sell liquor to 

the miners. Every so often th e Bophuthatswana police would come and knock down 

their shacks and take them to the police station where they would be fined for 

squatting. As soon as they were released they went back and built their shacks 

again. When President Mandela was elected Presid ent of S outh Africa in 1994 and 

Bophuthatswa na had become integrated into South Africa, then the police stopped 

knocking down the shacks. The people then called the place Freedom Park as they 

felt free. Over the years the population gradually grew to its p resent number of 

approximately 20 000 as people came looking for jobs, or others came searching for 
family members who were working in the mines and finding no accommodation 

they squatted. The people came from Mo zambique, Lesotho, Swaziland, East Cape 

and the surrounding areas.  

 



 
 
In the apartheid days the mines did not provide housing to black miners and they 

were obliged to leave their families in the traditional villages and live in mine 

hostels, 16 men to a room. Due to the prolonged break with their families, the 

miners set up second and third families in Freedom Park. This became a type of 

subculture among the miners and has continued until today resulting in a rapid 

spread of HIV/Aids.  

 

   
 
 
A terrible event happened in December 1996 at Freedom P ark, 36 people were 

killed in faction fighting between the  Sotho and the Xhosa people. Br.  Joseph and 

Sr . Georgina spoke about this and it was decided to go and meet the leaders there. 

We asked them to sit down together and prioritize their needs so that w e could 

discuss the type of help they wanted. For them their biggest need was running 

water, toilets, rubbish collection, roads -  none of which we could help with as that 

was the work of the municipality. Then they said they desperately needed a clinic, a 

school for the children and for the adults, a créche, skills training etc. We said we 

felt that we could help them with some of these requests,  so the next step was to 

set up health, education, créche, skills committees so that they could decide the 

next s tep forward in each of these areas. In the mean time we went to the 

Bafokeng tribe to ask permission to set up projects on their land. They agreed as 

long as the structures that we put down were not permanent  

 

We decided to start with the clinic. A building contractor offered us a 2.4m x 6m 

prefab office which stood on 4 iron legs and was converted into a clinic.  

Sr . Georgina requested that 6 members of the community be chosen to help her at 

the clinic. She arr anged to take them home every day for 2 weeks to train them in 

basic skills. When that had been done and the clinic furnished, the clinic opened on 

the 5th May 1997. There was no running water or toilets available, no electricity 

and nowhere for patients t o sit while waiting to be seen. She would bring water 

from home every  day and a cool box for the vaccinations. Despite its drawbacks 

people began coming. One of the Medical Practitioners, Dr Van Schalkwyk accepted 

to offer his services voluntarily each Wed nesday afternoon, to see the very sick.  

 



 
 
Within the first few months of opening the clinic it was evident that some of the 

women and their babies were very ill and some died. Often we would send them to 

the nearest hospital which was 20kms away but they would send them home and 

they would die with no one to care for them.  

 

Something needed to be done to address this problem. (At this stage nobody really 

knew what they were dying of. We had no means of testing the HIV status of 

people). As well as thi s there were no social workers who would come to this 

squatter camp as it was illegal and many people were illegal immigrants (economic 

refugees) and therefore could not apply for social grants for their children. The 

other problem was that when the men fr om the mines saw that their girlfriends 

were very sick, they would strip the tin shack of their belongings and return to the 

mine hostels never to be seen again, leaving the girlfriends and the children 

destitute and to die alone.  

 

Then one morning when reaching work Sr Georgina was asked to go and visit an 

8th month pregnant woman in her shack. On arrival she found a Lesotho lady dying 

on the floor who was being cared for by the neighbours. They then related the story 

that two days previously this woman had revealed her HIV status to them. She had 

been tested at the provincial hospital. Later in the morning she died and an hour 

later her baby was born dead on the floor in the tin shack. Everyone was shocked. 

The health committee met to discuss what could be done to address such problems. 

It was decided that a home based care nursing service was needed to assist the 

destitute and dying.  

 

   
 
 
 
In 2001 Impala mines offered to donate HIV rapid test kits to the clinic every 

month. Thro ugh the statistics documented at Freedom Park and the experiences of 

the home based care givers, it was evident that the HIV/Aids infection was going to 

reach pandemic proportions in the next few years. Dying mothers were being cared 

for by 6 and 7 year ol d children, who would be left alone to wash cloths, prepare 

food and tend to the needs of their mothers. Over 40% of the pregnant women 

tested at Freedom park were HIV positive. The implications of this was enormous 

for the community. Questions were being asked. What would happen to these 

children when the mothers died? Where could these HIV/Aids sufferers die with 

dignity instead of dying on the ground in tin shacks. And were the babies of all 
these pregnant women going to also die with HIV?  

 



   
 
At the  end of 2004 the Diocese of Rustenburg (Catholic Church) opened a 20 

bedded hospice for the dying, as well as 8 centres for the distribution of Anti -

Retroviral drugs to treat HIV/Aids sufferers. Today we care for over 1000 adults, 

children and babies on tr eatment. In 2005 an orphan and vulnerable children 

project was also started in response to the consequences of the HIV/Aids 

pandemic. There are 400 children 0 - 18yrs on this programme. Many of them attend 

a crèche that is also shipping containers at Freedom  Park. The feeding of the 

children was financed by the De La Salle brothers Proyde project in Spain. A 

Primary School and an Adult education school was also set up in 2000 by Bro 

Joseph and has now been taken over by the Government. The mines built 2 new 

schools a primary and secondary school which were opened this year 2008. Skills 

projects such as bread making, sewing, knitting, bead work, fence making were set 

up 6 years ago and some are still functioning.  

 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 

It is over 15 years since we opened the clinic at Freedom Park the people are still 

very poor but they have a sense of ownership of the community projects and their 

well being.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Nkaneng 
 

 
 
 
 
Nkaneng  (the place of the stubborn people) has a population of about 15 - 20,000 

people, most of whom are from the Eastern Cape ï Xhosa speaking, Lesotho and 

Mozambique and a few from Zimbabwe. There is no infra -  structure. They receive 

water in tanks twice a week  from the municipality. Everyone comes with buckets 

and barrels to collect it. There are no schools and just one crèche when we arrived 

last year. This new camp is also very poor, with just tin shacks, black dirt pathways, 

children playing albeit happily, in all the filth among goats, chickens and tons of 

rubbish.  

 

   
 
 
 

Meetings were held with the local Municipal Council  to discuss the needs of the 

community. As the children are just walking the streets, (when they are often 

abused) and have so little to eat Bro Joseph suggested that 5 people, who would be 

interested in running crèches, could offer their own sites so that  tin shacks can be 

put up for this purpose. Bro Joseph would organize their training and help find 

funding to feed the children.  

 

Other needs expressed were a clinic, adult education, small business and skills 

training, something to guide the youth, a community garden and of course water. 

They said they had an empty space in the centre of Nkaneng where the community 

would be happy if  it were used for a new health centre and school, but first we had 

to get permission from the owners of the land -  the Bafokeng tribe. They said that 

we could use that plot but whatever we put down had to be movable, in other 

words non - permanent.  

 

As a resu lt of these meetings Bro Joseph started the training of 5 volunteers from 
the community to do adult education in the community. Sr . Georgina started a  

primary health  care clinic on the 24th April 2007 in a tin shack - 6mx4m. Two ladies 

from the community wer e trained at Freedom Park Clinic to work with her at 

Nkaneng clinic.  



 

 
 
 

   
 
 
In July 2007 we managed to level the piece of land and put down shipping 

containers which we converted into a clinic and classrooms for adult education.  

 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
It is now a year later. During the last year we have managed to set up 5 creches, in 

tin shacks 6mx3m, in different parts of the camp. 5 women who were identified by 



the community accepted to run these crèches as private businesses. They charge 

R40 a month  for each child and use the money as a salary. But as several children 

have been orphaned due to the HIV/Aids pandemic they cannot afford this. So Bro 

Joseph uses some funding to pay for the poorest children and pays for the food for 

each of the crèches ev ery month. The crèches have been equipped with tables, 

chairs, mattresses, blankets, toys and clothes for several of the children etc but the 

most important thing was that we managed to find a college that provided training 

for early learning teachers and the 5 owners of the crèches and 5 helpers managed 

to complete a level 1 course last year and started level 2 - 4 a month ago.  

 

  
 
 
The second thing that the people requested was some leadership courses for the 

teenagers. We managed to put on weekends leadership camps for several of the 

youth at our house in Phokeng, this year. Also a soccer league has been set up and 

hopefully a netba ll league for the girls in the next few weeks.  

 

The third thing that the people asked for was computer classes so Sr Nomsa  takes 8 

laptops and an extra large battery and teaches computer classes twice a week. 

Otherwise Bro Joe managed to get a company called Media Works to help him with 

the adult education by providing literacy, and numeracy computer programmes. 

They do class es 4 evenings a week. There are 4 levels of this ABET (adult basic 

education and training) course. Last week the first 4 students received a certificate 

for level 1. There was a celebration where certificates were presented to them. 3 of 

the local people h ave been trained to run this programme . 

 

 
 
 

The fourth thing was the desire to develop small businesses. At present a workshop 

on small business skills is being arranged for those people at Nkaneng who already 

have a business or who would like to start one. The type of small businesses are 

fence making, catering, sewing, bead work. small shops etc.  

Regarding health, 12 home based care givers have been trained and a primary 

health care clinic and an ART (anti - retroviral) clinic run by Sr Georgina are runn ing, 

where patients suffering from Hiv/Aids are being assessed and treated with anti -

retroviral drugs.  

Nkaneng is a squatter camp where there is no electricity, rubbish collection, toilets 

or running water. Fortunately the Xenophopic unrest has not been ex perienced at 



FreedomPark or Nkaneng squatter camps, but regarding crime, night time can be 

very dangerous when periodically gangs come in and start shooting. Some months 

ago a gang came in shooting at random at tin shacks. One of the crèche owners was 

lyin g in bed and the bullet came through the wall of her tin shack and hit her in the 

leg. It smashed her femur into pieces and she has been crippled ever since. 3 other 

people were killed in other incidences that same night. Just a few weeks ago 10 

people wer e gunned down over a period of 3 days. One of those killed was one of 

our care givers and her son, his girlfriend and her mother. It created such fear and 

distress among my staff and in the camp as a whole, especially the children. Life 

seems so worthless at times. But we feel we are here to support the most 

vulnerable and help even a few build a better life for themselves.  

 

Boitekong 
 
Tsholofelo Community became involved with squatters in the 1980ôs. Samuel 

Motlhabane  and his family built a tin shack on an empty farm adjoining St Josephôs 

Mission, Phokeng. After a few years, Samuel realized in a true entrepreneurial 

spirit,that he could make easy money selling plots to other homeless people ,on the 

same empty farm, whi ch did not belong to him! Within a few months a squatter 

camp of hundreds of families had mushroomed on our door step. We got to know 

these people very well and helped them to relocate to Boitekong in 1992 to a new 

formal settlement allocated by the Rusten burg Municipality. Here, each family was 

allocated a toilet and a water tap and rebuilt their tin shacks there. Some time later 

they came back to to request us to help them to set up a clinic and a school.  

 

 
 
Sr . Georgina set up a clinic in a tin shack i n 1993. After 5 years of working at 

Boitekong, the government built a clinic and so at that time Sr . Georgina felt that 

she should move on to help other people in need, and so chose to go to Freedom 

Park. Bro Joseph helped in the setting up of 3 primary sc hools as well an Adult 

Education Centre that came to be known as Tsholofelo Community College, where 

education with production i.e. skills such as welding, electricity, carpentry, 

computer, catering, sewing were offered. This college has been handed over t o the 

department of Education recently and hopefully will continue with the same vision.  

 
When Sr Georgina left Boitekong, her old clinic was handed over to people with 

disabilities. It became known as Kopanang  care centre. Bro Joseph has continued to 

support this project in areas of management, financing, registration. In this centre 

there is a crèche for children who come from families who are vulnerable or 

handicapped, there is skills training for income gene rating ,such pottery, sewing, 
arts and crafts and shoe repairs and adult basic education for the handicapped. 

Some of the local people have been trained to run this project.  

 



 
 
 
Brother Alfred conducts carpentry and furniture making at this centre. Class es are 

held twice a week and there are 15 unemployed women and men who attend his 

classes. They sell what they make to generate a small income for themselves.  

 

 

Siza 
 
In 2008 members of the Ward Committee of Siza squatter camp, also known as 

Popo Molefe  Village invited Tsholofelo Community to help them in running a small 

créche. Public meetings were arranged with the Siza community and discussions 

held over a period of 6 months. During this time prejudices were broken down and 

trust built up, until event ually the committee accepted Tsholofelo Community 

members were not intent on exploiting them or their situation. On a certain Sunday 

during one of these public meetings, a cry went up óa se hambeniô let us go, and 

amidst singing and ululation the crowd pro cessed to an open piece of land which 

the leaders had designated as the site for development projects. The site was 

fenced and a number of shipping containers purchased and refurbished to serve as 

a Primary health care clinic and home based care and HIV/Ai ds centre, crèche for 

3 - 6 yr olds, adult literacy and numeracy training centre, catering and sewing and 

carpentry skills.  

 

Our experience here and in other centres is very fluctuating and vu lnerable to social 

upheavals such as the strikes at the platinum m ines in 2012.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Mbeki San Settlement 
 
Which is also known as Dishibudu squatter camp, or Mpho Khunou Township.  
 

In 2010 a group of Irish volunteers from an organization called Serve did a survey 

Dishibudu  at the request of the local counsellor. Arising out of this a local 

development committee was set up. This committee allocated a site 50m x 50 m in 

a newly established informal settlement which they now began to call Mpho 



Khunou. The committee requested h elp to set up a créche, Adult education and 

skills training. The following year a similar group of Serve volunteers put up 4 tin 

shacks to accommodate these projects.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Tsholofelo  Community has been involved in development projects in the Rustenburg 

area for almost 30 years. This included medical care of the very poor, clinics, home 

based care etc, crèches for the children in squatter camps, basic literacy and 

numeracy for illitera te adults, skills training for the unemployed etc.  A Community 

College catering for youth needs was established in 1994. It was hugely successful 

and was awarded first prize for the best youth college in the country in 2001. 

Tsholofelo Community handed ov er control to the local community and later to the 

department of education. Two lessons learned from this project were that once it 

was handed over to the local community local politics and financial corruption 

caused its downfall. It became clear that the  more successful the college was the 

less it served the needs of the poor in the local area. After reflecting on the above a 

new model was developed. This consisted of small scale facilities for skills in 

different squatter camps. At present there are 5 su ch centres. Each centre provides 

hard skills e.g. Carpentry, welding, construction, soft skills e.g. Sewing, computer 

etc. Basic literacy e.g. Maths and English etc . and others depending on local needs. 

Because these centres are in squatter camps/ illegal informal settlement we have 

used refurbished shipping containers or built tin shack classrooms. In this new 

model a survey was carried out in each centre to identify local needs and resources 

existing in the community. Big emphasis was on the training of l ocal facilitators and 

providing equipment for the training. There was no water or electricity in any of 

these centres but rechargeable batteries and portable generators and water 

containers helped to deal with this problem. Heavier equipment like welding 

m achines, circular saws etc could not be transported easily. One way to deal with 

the problems mentioned above was to bring people to our house for the training, 

especially for hard skills. This worked quite well. The challenges remained :. cost of 

travelli ng,. transport of finished items back to the squatter camps for selling and a 

lack of a suitable workshop so that most of the training had to be done out of doors.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


